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Year-in-Review
at the Confluencenter

THANK YOU!

As the semester wraps up, we would like to thank everyone who has par�cipated in our
events, workshops and symposium. We encourage you to come to our events, connect

with us on social media, and spread the work that the Confluencenter for Crea�ve
Inquiry does. We want to reflect on everything we've accomplished this semester.

Here is our year in review:

SEPTEMBER 

El Tiradito Wishing Shrine Play
This play was created by our community
partner, Coalición de Derechos Humanos,
and was sponsored as a part of our
Fronteridades program. The immersive play
explored the years of ac�vism at the Wishing
Shrine and looked at the interwoven stories
of this place. We were proud to fund this
play that connects with our Fronteridades
mission of amplifying the o�en-overlooked
narra�ves at the border region, fostering
inclusivity, and storytelling.

Show & Tell: Tucson Roots: Wri�ng
Memory and Community
This event brought together three
homegrown Tucson authors, each exploring
unique literary terrains. Featured guests
included Dr. Lydia R. Otero, Mele Mar�nez
and Logan Phillips. Dr. Lydia Otero shared
their '80s LA memoir, Mele Mar�nez gave
us a taste of "El Molino," and Logan Phillips
shared his visual medita�ons and wri�ngs.

OCTOBER

Show & Tell: FronteriVoces

This event was a collabora�on with CCI and La�nX FSA where our 2023 cohort of
Fronteridades fellows showcased their research and projects that focused on the U.S.-
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Mexico Border. Par�cipants came from the School of Social and Behavioral Sciences,
Humani�es, the College of Educa�on and the College of Fine Arts. 

NOVEMBER

The Place Where Clouds Are
Formed exhibi�on in the
Museo de Arte de Nogales,
Sonora. This event
showcased the work of Dr.
Ofelia Zepeda (Tohono
O’dhamn), Gareth Smit, and
Mar�n Zícari to amplify the
stories and cultural
tradi�ons of the Tohono
O’odham through visual art
and poetry. They also
presented their grantees
Su:k Chu:vak Fulwilder and
Mónica Mar�nez’s poetry
and artwork. "The Place
Where Clouds Are Formed"
started in 2018 funded by
our Fronteridades program.

Our Fronteridades Lecture
Series
featured dis�nguished
lecturer Dr. Diana Montaño,
who presented her mul�-
award-winning book
Electrifying Mexico:
Technology and the
Transforma�on of a Modern
City. Montaño's work delves
into the cultural and social
aspects of Mexico City's
electrifica�on from 1880 to
1960, highligh�ng the
crucial role of everyday
people in this narra�ve.

Bina�onal Migra�on
Ins�tute Speaker Series
presents Indigenous
Placemaking and
Sustainability of Oaxcan
Brass Bans in Los Angeles,
CA, and a Collec�ve
Songwri�ng Workshop
featuring Riverside professor
Dr. Xóchitl C. Chávez. Her
research shared insights into
the longstanding culture of
Oaxcan Brass Bands and the
workshop led to crea�ng a
collec�ve song with our
UArizona community.  

DECEMBER

In collabora�on with Coalición de Derechos
Humanos, community members gathered
at Raices Taller 222 to celebrate
Interna�onal Migrants Day and Human
Rights Day. The evening was filled with
music, delicious homemade food,
community awareness, and a successful toy
dona�on drive that was given to asylum-
seeking children at Casa de la Misericordia
y de Todas Las Naciones on Christmas
Morning. 

JANUARY 
In January, we announced our faculty and graduate Mellon Fronteridades Fellows.

We are proud to support the interdisciplinary research of these 12 individuals. Through
Fronteridades, the Confluencenter has built a cohort of scholars, community leads, and

organiza�ons working on research and crea�ve endeavors that align with Mellon’s Higher
Learning Strategies. 
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Faculty Fellows. Learn more about their
research here. 

Graduate Fellows. Learn more about their
research here. 

We also announced the inaugural cohort of
undergraduate interns, who worked with
various community partners. We were
excited to expand our Fronteridades
program and offer our students more
opportuni�es!  

The Fronteridades program is supported by a grant through the Mellon Founda�on.

We are thrilled to support this group of fellows in their research endeavors and hope our
interns gained meaningful experiences interning with some of our partner organiza�ons

this semester.

FEBRUARY

Show and Tell: Local Perspec�ves on
Migra�on
We met at the Casino Ballroom to have a
conversa�on about the Local Perspec�ves
on Migra�on with Isabel Garcia from the
Coalición de Derechos Humanos, Dora
Rodriguez from Salvavision, Robin Reineke
from the Southwest Center and David
Taylor from the School of Art. We heard
comments and ques�ons from community
members . The conversa�on surrounded
stories, research and crea�ve prac�ces that
advocate and elevate the historically
overlooked voices of borderland
communi�es. 

We joined Henry Barajas in a conversa�on
about reclaiming our borderland stories.
Henry Barajas is an author from Tucson, AZ,
best known for his graphic memoir La Voz
De M.A.Y.O. Tata Rambo. 

MARCH 

https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=7566a841151b51d32132f51cebd5eccb2a7bea8aaa9635cea75f9fdf27eaba2b0fd0f2db740cacd3d7255a9df249b7a90f84752ca81d6403
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=7566a841151b51d351dd72b118d9151818de46e4adb2ba0aa2aea781b3a144bf9cca3bd9e60b705e23abd1b562117871a14b5463f17ce7b6
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=7566a841151b51d3608c853b0350f7f8d05210cade41b003dab0b13e80786618881a2cb561513c02216d148b89e1026a06ed9f6213e05b83
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=7566a841151b51d3608c853b0350f7f8d05210cade41b003dab0b13e80786618881a2cb561513c02216d148b89e1026a06ed9f6213e05b83
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=7566a841151b51d3383b8a0bdfd907862c676f9d2c753c98f796c732b8ae972ad22f8dcf55a3c75a96fae4196c8bc77d0009bbc12c036ce2
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=7566a841151b51d3383b8a0bdfd907862c676f9d2c753c98f796c732b8ae972ad22f8dcf55a3c75a96fae4196c8bc77d0009bbc12c036ce2


The Confluencenter, in collabora�on with the UA Special Collec�ons, held a two-day
symposium highligh�ng the work of our grantees for our Reclaiming the Border

Narra�ve digital archive . The archive is housed in Special Collec�ons and includes work
from borderland ar�sts, advocates, journalists and culture prac��oners who built and

ac�vated the digital archive of projects aimed at Reclaiming the Border Narra�ve,
advancing migrant jus�ce and addressing gaps in the archival record.  

It contains the work of 26 grantees who,
with funding from CCI, produced their own
border narra�ve. At the symposium, we
were able to amplify and celebrate the
work of those grantees.  

This project was funded by the Ford Founda�on. 

DIGITAL ARCHIVE

Bridging Borders: Honoring Interdisciplinary Student Talent 

In March we also announced seed funding to a series of workshops by the W.A. Franke
Honors College. “Bridging Borders: Honoring Interdisciplinary Student Talent,” began with
a Tor�lla Press Printmaking Workshop in March. In April we had the second installment,
Past and Present: a solo exhibi�on by Weston Lane. We look forward to the next
installment!  

OTHER MARCH EVENTS 

Through a cosponsorship
with the Mexican American
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We hosted Dr. Alex E.
Chávez through the
Bina�onal Migra�on Lecture
Series. He gave a lecture on
his research, speaking on
the longstanding history of
disco and how it amplified
space for La�nx
communi�es in Chicago. The
second day, we had an
in�mate performance
where Dr. Chávez played his
newest album, Sonorous
Presents. 

We also cosponsored the
Sex Worker Arts Fes�val, a
three day event filled with
workshops, panels, and
films. Sex worker ac�vists,
authors, scholars,
performance ar�sts, poets,
and filmmakers from around
the world converged on
Tucson to educate and
entertain.

Studies Department, we
hosted Pável Acevedo for a
linocut lab workshop .
Acevedo, a master
printmaker, helped
a�endees create linocut
prints. We also joined
Acevedo in another event,
"Belonging in the
Borderlands: A conversa�on
and live screen prin�ng
event." 

We Helped Send A Poet To Space 
Funding from last year came to frui�on, as
we helped send a poet to “space!”. We co-
sponsored a simulated planetary surface
via Biosphere 2's SAM where professional
ar�sts were invited to be a part of a week-
long mission in March 2024 to explore the
value of art in space explora�on and
produce crea�ve works inspired by the
limita�ons and possibili�es of life and
culture beyond Earth. We provided support
for the Poetry Center to send Julie Johnson,
a poet.

APRIL

La�na/x/o Conference
CCI travelled to Tempe to present our
Fronteridades program to scholars and
educators gathered to learn more about
La�na/o/x Studies. We talked to people
from schools all across the country and
with people from all over the world! It was
a great networking opportunity for our
team to share more about the programs
and resources we offer as a research
ins�tu�on to faculty, graduate and
undergraduate students, and community
members.  

Fronteridades Graduate Fellow
This month also marked the exhibit of one
of our #FronteridadesFellow, graduate
student Dugan Meyer. His work
“Infrastructures of Control,” captured the
many ways border patrol surveils ci�zens
along the US-Mexico border. He also held
an informa�ve panel discussion. His work
was partly funded by the Confluencenter
and we are so proud to see it come to
frui�on.  

The Place Where Clouds Are Formed is a
visual art and poetry exhibit which
examines the intersec�on of spirituality,
migra�on, and current and historical
policies that have impacted the
borderlands of the Sonoran Desert. The
exhibit will be housed at the Center for
Crea�ve Photograpy un�l August 31st. It
can also be found in the Poetry Center’s
Jeremy Ingalls Gallery. 

OTHER APRIL EVENTS 
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CBP One App: Migrants Speak Webinar 
We virtually met with migrants seeking
asylum at the border to hear their stories.
They talked about the difficul�es they faced
trying to access the asylum system and
shared tes�monies about their struggles
and the dangers they face while wai�ng for
the opportunity to enter the U.S. 

U.S. Indigenous Data Sovereignty
Network’s Building Ac�on and Power
Summit 
We provided funding for the two-day, in-
person summit planned and managed by
the U.S. Indigenous Data Sovereignty
Network. Its goal was to help shape the
future of Indigenous data sovereignty and
governance in the U.S. 

MAY

FRONTERIDADES SHOW & TELL

We celebrated our Fronteridades fellows and interns at the Sosa-Carillo house and we
also had the pleasure of hos�ng Adolfo Estrada and Richard A. Carranza, two recognized
mariachi musicians. At this Show & Tell, we gathered in community to commemorate all

the work, research and organiza�ons that help reshape the mainstream border
narra�ve.  

FRONTERIDADES

Las Mushashas Mural Inaugura�on
We saw the inaugura�on of the first mural
from Las Mushashas, a collec�ve of women

2 Nogales by Hugo Salcedo 
Through our partnership with the Coalición
de Derechos Humanos, we were able to
provide support to interna�onally
acclaimed playwrighter Hugo Salcedo. The
play, 2 Nogales, weaved in direct tes�mony
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ar�sts in Nogales, Sonora at Plaza Miguel
Hidalgo. This collabora�on was created by
the Galeria Mitotera, a community partner
of the Confluencenter. 

of asylum seekers in Nogales' shelters who
re seeking refuge. 

THANK YOU, FROM US TO YOU.

Thank you for suppor�ng our commitment to community engagement, cross-border
collabora�on, and the promo�on of humani�es and crea�ve inquiry! A huge thanks to

our Confluencenter team for their hard work this academic year.

We hope you con�nue to stay connected and engaged with the Confluencenter this next
academic year!
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